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D E S C R I B E  TIIE P R E S E N T  AND O R ~ C I N A L  (11 known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The Weblin House i s  a t  t h e  end o f  a  long f a n  l ane  and i s  surrounded 
by f l a t  c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d s  t h a t  form p a r t  of a  working farm. The th ree -  
bay, story-and-a-half bu i ld ing  i s  covered by a gambrel roof which r ep laces  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  gable roof ,  an a l t e r a t i o n  probably da t ing  from t h e  e a r l y  
n ine teen th  century.  The house's ground dimension a r e  35'3" (west facade) ,  
36'10" ( e a s t  facade) ,  and 21'3" (south gab le ) .  A t  t h e  sou th  end i s  a 
massive exter ior -end chimney wi th  a  T-shaped s t ack  and cap. The chimney 

. f e a t u r e s  two s e t s  of t i l e d  weatherings with s t r i n g  courses a t  t h e  t o p  and 
bottom of each s e t .  A wide p l a s t e r  band ornaments t h e  base of t h e  corbeled  
cap. According t o  the  present  owner,the chimney s tood i n  pooor s t r u c t u r a l  
condi t ion  i n  t h e  1930 t s ,  but  through t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  of "Williamsburg 
a r c h i t e c t s "  it was dismantled and r e b u i l t  us ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l .  A 
comparison of t h e  o r i g i n a l  chimney as  shown i n  o l d  photographs i n  t h e  
possession of t h e  present  owner wi th  the  e x i s t i n g  one i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
r ebu i ld ing  was f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  design. The q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  work- 
manship is  e x c e l l e n t .  

The window openings a r e  topped by simple gauged b r i c k  f l a t  a rches  and 
do not  appear t o  have been a l t e r e d  i n  s i z e .  While t h e  present  double-hung 
windows a r e  modern, t h e  propor t ion  of t h e  openings i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  they  
o r i g i n a l l y  conta ined  double-hung sash .  The doorway on t h e  e a s t  w a l l  has 
been s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  south bu t  t h e  segmental arch marking t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  opening i s  i n t a c t .  Other a l t e r a t i o n s  include a modern one-s tory  
b r i c k  wing a t tached t o  the  south  end. 

The n o r t h  gable  wi th  i t s  in t e r io r -end  chimney i s  a l s o  a  r e b u i l d i n g  most 
l i k e l y  da t ing  from t h e  roof a l t e r a t i o n .  The remaining brickwork i s  origina:.  
and genera l ly  i s  i n  a  good s t a t e  of preservat ion  i n  s p i t e  of i t s  having 
been whitewashed. The house's west facade and l e f t  ha l f  of t h e  s o u t h  gable 
below the  s t r i n g  course is l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers .  The 
e a s t  facade and t h e  r i g h t  h a l f  of t h e  south gable  is i n  English bond. 
English bond a l s o  is  employed below t h e  water  t a b l e  and i n  t h e  sou th  
chimney. Chamfered b r i c k  forms t h e  top  course of t h e  water  t a b l e .  A l i n e  
of glazed headers  fol lows t h e  edge of the  o r i g i n a l  gable.  The n o r t h  gab le  
i s  now i n  cormno11 bond but  i t  probably was ornamented wi th  a  l i n e  of  glazed 
headers a s  we l l .  

The %round f l o o r  i s  divided i n t o  two unequal s i zed  rooms sepa ra ted  by 
a s i n g l e  frame p a r t i t i o n .  The l a r g e r  south  room con ta ins  a  wide f i r e p l a c e  
opening framed by a Federa l - s ty l e  mantel .  A s t a i r c a s e  bheathed i n  modern 
panel ing)  ascends aga ins t  t h e  s a s t  wa l l  t o  an in termedia te  landing,  t u r n s  
a t  r i g h t  angles ,  and continues agains t  t h e  p a r t i t i o n  t o  t h e  upper l e v e l  i n  
a  manner very  s i m i l a r  t o  the  Wishart House nearby. A l a t e -e igh teen th -  
century  mantel surrounds t h e  f i r e p l a c e  opening i n  t h e  n o r t h  room. The 
n o r t h  room on t h e  upper l e v e l  conta ins  what appears t o  be an o r i g i n a l  
bo lec t ion  molding mantel ,  a  r a r e  s u r v i v a l .  The upper l e v e l  south  room has 
an e a r l y  but  no t  o r i g i n a l  mantel of p l a i n  design.  
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In a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  being an inpor t an t  example of t h e  "Virginia s t y l e , "  
t h e  Weblin House i s  t h e  only one of i t s  type  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  t o  preserve i t s  
r u r a l  s e t t i n g .  The scene formed by the  diminutive dwell ing s e t  among i t s  
broad f l a t  f i e l d s  wi th  t h e i r  wooded edges has changed l i t t l e  i n  t h e  pas t  two 
hundred and f i f t y  yea r s .  The c o n t r a s t  between t h i s  scene and t h e  heavy 
u rban iza t ion  t h a t  has taken p lace  i n  most of t h e  modern c i t y  of Vi rg in ia  
Beach inc reases  t h e  v a l u e  of t h e  LJeblin farm a s  an h i s t o r i c  landscape. 

The exac t  cons t ruc t ion  d a t e  of t h e  Weblin House i s  unce r t a in ,  how-. 
ever  s e v e r a l  s t y l i s t i c  f e a t u r e s  such a s  t h e  gauged b r i c k  f l a t  a rches ,  t h e  
p r o b a b i l i t y  o f  o r i g i n a l  double-hung sash ,  and t h e  formal arrangement of t h e  
facade  openings i n d i c a t e  a d a t e  of around 1700. A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  land was 
owned by John Weblin, Jr., who i n h e r i t e d  t h e  land from h i s  f a t h e r  i n  1686. 
The then 175 ac re  farm was o r i g i n a l l y  included i n  a 750 a c r e  t r a c t  granted 
i n  1648 t o  Thomas Lambert, John Weblin, Jr . ' s  maternal  g randfa the r .  This  
t r a c t  i n  t u r n  was p a r t  of the  1643 patent  t o  Cesar Puggett ,  from whom 

~ F u g g e t t ' s  Neck takes  i t s  name. 
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The farm was so ld  by the  Weblin family t o  John and Nathaniel  
Hutchings i n  1719. It remained i n  t h e  Hutchings family u n t i l  1751 when it 
was acquired by Robert Moseley. The Moseley ownership (1751-1774) was the  
period during which t h e  present  gambrel roof most l i k e l y  
gab le  roof .  Between 1774 and 1924 the  farm passed through over a dozen 

The present  owner acquired it i n  the  l a t t e r  y e a r  from James W. 
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L T A i E U E 1 I T  O F  S L C N I F I C A N C E  

The Weblin House belongs t o  t h e  small  but  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  important  
c o l l e c t i o n  of pre-Georgian e r a  vernacular  farmhouses of o l d  Pr incess  Anne 
County, now t h e  c i t y  of Vi rg in ia  Beach. This group inc ludes  t h e  Thoroughgoo-l 
House, t h e  Wishart House, t he  Keeling Hortse, and s e v e r a l  t h a t  have been 
destroyed bu t  a r e  known through photographs and o the r  documentation. The 
e a r l i e s t  of t h e s e  houses a r e  cha rac te r i zed  by t h e i r  ha l l -and-par lor  p lans  
and end chimneys, both  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r .  This d i s t i n c t i v e  p lan  evolved 
from t h e  late-medieval  fa rn iouses  o f  t h e  western and upland regions  of 
England, and was employed by the  many Vi rg in ia  s e t t l e r s  who came from those  
areas .  I n  i t s  usual  one-story form t h e  p lan  proved i t s e l f  s u i t a b l e  t o  t h e  
vi-. ,g;nia - c l i i i l a t e r n J  11,'; s i j l c ,  As a r e s l i i i  ;k.>x-rZIY rZI-9..wS* r .... -*. >,i..p:li.. - .  ,irjt -)...-.- ,: S~ r...--.% LC .*ir-,.. - L L L  :- .re& ' * c u & L m k . ~ & e . . .  em* it- z>.- ~'~i:rBf.f.Ti.Ti.w. 
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s t y l e . "  This p lan  con t ra s t ed  wi th  t h e  p lan  of lowland England farmhouses . 
which fea tu red  a c e n t e r  chimney and small c e n t r a l  entryway between two 
chambers -- a plan t h a t  was widely used by the  New England s e t t l e r s .  
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